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Please let our advertisers know that you found them in the Parish Link.  Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

       
  

 
MUSIC LESSONS  
AT YOUR HOME  
 

Piano, Oboe, Recorder,  
Theory & History of Music  
 

      (All ages and beginners welcome)  
 

Dr Margaret Duncumb, FISM  
Tel: 07548 654290 

 
 

Please forward any items for inclusion in the next edition of Parish Link - 
February 2019 - to Corinna Bramley by 15

th
 January:  

editor.parishlink@gmail.com  Thank you.   

  

DO YOU HAVE A 

MOLE PROBLEM?  
 

With over 30 yearsô experience in 
traditional mole control I can effectively, 

discreetly and humanely remove the 
culprit(s)! No gas, chemicals or poisons 

used and completely safe to children and 
pets. 

 

NO MOLE ï NO FEE 
Fully insured and references available 

 
Telephone 

07766 132934 
 

Member of the 
British Mole Catchers Register 
 BPCA/RSPH level 2 certificate 

in pest control 
 

Call now for a free, no obligation 

site survey and quote 

 

HUGO WHITE  
F E N C I N G  C O N T R A C T S 

 

STOCK FENCING 
POST & RAIL 

ESTATE FENCING 
GARDEN PANELS / CLOSE 

BOARD 
GATE BUILDING / 
INSTALLATION 
JUMP BUILDING 

ESTATE MAINTENANCE  
REPAIRS 

 

MOBILE: 07790 054147 
EMAIL: hwhite021@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 

mailto:editor.parishlink@gmail.com
mailto:hwhite021@hotmail.com


Parish Link December 2018 - January 2019é.3  

Index 

Index ................................................................................................................... 3 
Pastoral Letter from the Revd David Minns ........................................................ 5 
Benefice news ..................................................................................................... 7 

Invitation to the last Benefice Service of 2018 ................................................ 7 
Christmas Cards for Recycling ........................................................................ 7 

Reviews and thanks ............................................................................................ 8 
The Tony Hymas Recital ................................................................................. 8 
To those who contributed to the London Fire Brigade collectioné ................ 8 
What a Show! .................................................................................................. 8 
To the congregation in Cowley ........................................................................ 9 

For all the Saints Quiz with £10 prize! .............................................................. 10 
For sale ............................................................................................................. 13 

Scenes around Colesbourne - 2019 Calendar .............................................. 13 
Christmas Cards - in aid of St Peterôs Church, Rendcomb ........................... 13 

Forthcoming events around the Benefice ......................................................... 13 
Tuesday Group News - from Judith Wood .................................................... 13 
Bible Studies .................................................................................................. 14 

News from around the Parishes ........................................................................ 14 
Bagendon at Christmas ................................................................................. 14 
Update from Colesbourne ............................................................................. 14 
Baunton in December .................................................................................... 15 
Festive News from North Cerney .................................................................. 15 
Rendcomb Round-up - from Ruth Edy .......................................................... 15 
Strattonôs December plans ............................................................................ 19 
Schoolsô News ................................................................................................... 20 

North Cerney C of E Primary Academy......................................................... 20 
Stratton C of E Primary.................................................................................. 20 

Scrubditch Care Farm - Emma Costley White .................................................. 21 
Community news and events ............................................................................ 23 

News from our NHS Trust and Scanner appeal - Anne Davies .................... 23 
Stratton Educational Foundation ................................................................... 24 
The Crucible - by Arthur Miller ....................................................................... 24 
Christmas coffee & cake sale in aid of Rendcomb Surgery .......................... 25 

Caring for our Environment ............................................................................... 25 
Cirencester Repair Café ................................................................................ 25 

Crossword ......................................................................................................... 26 
From the Benefice Registers ............................................................................ 27 
Some Real Heroes of 2018 ............................................................................... 28 
Services - December 2018 & January 2019 ..................................................... 29 
Directory ............................................................................................................ 34 
 



Parish Link December 2018 - January 2019é.4  

 

Norman, Trotman & 
Hughes 

Funeral Directors 
Northleach 

Albert Collins 

Funeral Director 

Independent Family Business       
Private Chapel of rest 

24 hour Personal Service 
Golden Charter Funeral Plans 

 

Walton House Barn, Northleach, 
Cheltenham, Glos.  

GL54 3EY 

Tel: 01451 860288 
Email: 

nthnorthleach@gmail.com  

RAISE MONEY FOR ST PETERôS STRATTON THIS CHRISTMAS WHEN 
YOU SHOP ONLINE 

Join TheGivingMachine and help raise 
funds for the upkeep of our beautiful 
church when you shop online. Itôs 
simple and free. Retailers including 
Amazon, M&S, John Lewis and ebay 
are all part of the scheme. The 
following address gives you access to 
the sign-up page for St Peterôs Stratton 
on TheGivingMachine website. 
 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/ca
uses/st-peters-church-stratton-cirencester/support 

 

With our thanks in anticipation - Stratton PCC 

Any questions, please contact Peter Moore on: 01285 640077  
07796 543959 or e: pmmoore1808@gmail.com 

 
 
 

  

Gloucestershire Constabulary 
 

Local Contacts 
PC Mark Weedon 

Mark.Weedon@gloucestershire.p
olice.uk  
PCSO 9194 Andrea Shutt 
Andrea.Shutt@gloucestershire.p
nn.police.uk  

101 is our easy to remember 24-
hour number for non-emergency 
crime and anti-social behaviour 
issues as well as general 
enquiries. Calls to 101 will cost 
15p per call, irrespective of how 
long the call lasts and this applies 
to landlines and mobile phones. 
101 email ï 
101@gloucestershire.pnn.police.
uk 
 

mailto:nthnorthleach@gmail.com
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/st-peters-church-stratton-cirencester/support
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/st-peters-church-stratton-cirencester/support
mailto:pmmoore1808@gmail.com
mailto:Mark.Weedon@gloucestershire.police.uk
mailto:Mark.Weedon@gloucestershire.police.uk
mailto:Andrea.Shutt@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Andrea.Shutt@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:101@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:101@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
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Pastoral Letter from the Revd David Minns 

So - are you peaceful yet? I mean, as you read this it must be getting on 
towards Christmas which, as we all know, is the season of peace and 
goodwill when we celebrate the birth of Jesus - the Prince of peace; óof 
the increase of his government and peace there will be no end,ô goes the 
well-known Christmas quote from the prophet Isaiah. 
 
So - howôs it going with the peace then? Not too well? Strange isnôt it how 
we manage to make the celebration of the Prince of peace into the 
busiest time of year? I wonder, what did Isaiah mean by peace - if this 
mad Christmas rush is what we ended up with?  
 
I think we might have expected at least something of the stock definition 
of peace - that is: óthe absence of conflictô. Fewer wars then; but we donôt 
seem to be doing too well there; even the Holy Land, so central to our 
óseason of goodwill to all menô, has become a place of strife and bitter 
resentment (it was when Jesus was born too!).  
 
Perhaps, then, the prophet meant peace within ourselves - peace in our 
hearts, - an inner calmness. Any luck with that? Thought not!  
 
We do seem to live our lives at a frenetic pace, piling the pressure onto 
ourselves to do more, fit more activity into each minute, each hour, each 
action packed day. Even if we claim we donôt choose to live life this way - 
that life, or work, or family force us into it - it is very hard to resist the 
pressure and all too easy to give in and join with everyone else in the 
busy-ness of life. After all it seems that if you are not busy then your life 
must lack purpose, that you are unproductive and therefore less 
significant. Our sense of worth seems to be wedded to our ability to fill 
each hour. 
 
It is here, I think, that the root of the problem lies. If society, our friends 
and neighbours, our work colleagues and even our family, measure our 
worth by how busy we are, or how much we are achieving, or what salary 
we earn, or what car we drive, or how much stuff we possess, or what our 
house is worth. We can end up being driven - driving ourselves - to ever 
more effort in an attempt to justify ourselves in the eyes of others. Worse, 
we might do so in order to justify ourselves in our own eyes. How do I 
measure up to the high standards of achievement I set myself? How am I 
doing against my career and life goals?   
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The central message of Christianity, never clearer than at Christmas 
time, is that each of us is valuable to God. Just being óyouô is enough for 
God. Godôs love is not based on how many hours you work, or how flashy 
your car is, or even how many presents your children receive at 
Christmas. Putting pressure on yourself to come up with the óperfect 
Christmasô of family harmony and jollity doesnôt wash with God. God 
would rather you valued yourself as much as he does. 
 
At Christmas we celebrate how Godôs Son Jesus came to us as a tiny, 
very human baby. What a thing for God to do - what a risk to take, out of 
love for you and me, a risk that looked to have ended in disaster on a 
cross at Easter time.  
 
Jesusô death and subsequent resurrection was the inevitable corollary to 
Christmas; you couldnôt have one without the other. Christ on the cross is 
Godôs way of dealing with our rebellion and failures and offering us a way 
back into relationship with our creator. Jesus is a gift given in love, 
without condition, not dependent on performance or achievement or 
anything else you can measure - just the immeasurable love of God. 
 
So this is the peace Isaiah speaks of; peace that comes through 
reconciliation with God through Jesus. 
 
This Christmas why not try taking some time out from the busy rush in 
order to rest. Give yourself the gift of some of your precious time in order 
to slow down, recharge, reflect and rediscover the true meaning of 
Christmas.  
 
Weôd love to see you at one of our Christmas services in our churches 
along the Churn Valley, where you can reconnect with the affirming 
message of Godôs deep, unconditional love for you, and find some 
heavenly peace. 
 
Happy Christmas.  
 

David 
 
 
 
  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/clergy-20clipart&ei=9m45VZSjNs3LaMvwgPAC&bvm=bv.91427555,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEzCNXTE1r_HXuMaY68JTJW6XXeoQ&ust=1429913668426173
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Benefice news 

Invitation to the last Benefice Service of 2018 
 

The congregation of St Mary, Cowley, would be very pleased to welcome 
you on Sunday 30

th
 December at the last benefice-wide Service of 2018. 

For those who have to travel, the Holy Communion service will start at 
the reasonable hour of 11am, and will be led by the Revds Cliff and 
Arthur. Do come along to share in this special service in Cowleyôs 
beautiful church, to reflect with others in the benefice on the events of 
2018, and to encourage friendship and peace in the coming year. 
 

Christmas Cards for Recycling  
 

There will be a box at the back of St Peter's, Stratton and St Margaret's, 
Bagendon, from 26

th
 December until 12

th
 January for Christmas cards for 

recycling for the Cobalt Unit, Cheltenham. Please do not leave cards 
after the closing date. Thank you.        
             Pauline Farman 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

COLESBOURNE FILLING STATION 

GENERAL STORE & POST OFFICE 

TEL: 01242 870357 
 

Your LOCAL LIFELINE for 

GOODS & SERVICES 
 

¶ Fresh local bread, meat & sandwiches 

¶ Cakes & bakes 

¶ Bean-to-cup coffee & other hot drinks 

¶ Wine, beer & spirits 

¶ Car care & stationery 

¶ Calor gas, kindling & logs 

¶ Cash withdrawal 
 

Monday - Friday 7.30-6.30 

Saturday 7.30-6.00, Sunday 8.00-5.00 

 
 

EXCELLENT 
WASH & VALET 

SERVICE BY 
FRIENDLY & 
CHEERFUL 

STAFF 
 

ALL VEHICLES CONSIDERED - car, bus, 
caravan, motorhome, horseboxé! 

  

DRIVE IN / DRIVE OUT from £6.00  
For FULL VALET, please book in advance 

  
ONLY AUTOGLYM PRODUCTS USED 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj68_DV0bnQAhXHnRoKHVJoCQAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.autoglym.com/&bvm=bv.139250283,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGKvn3odwEnDWfzhMF9caodQvrsbw&ust=1479810414460322
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Reviews and thanks 

The Tony Hymas Recital 
 
 

 

The Tony Hymas Recital, which was held at Rendcomb College in 
October, raised a net profit for St Margaretôs Church, Bagendon, of 
£3,074.62. Grateful thanks are due to Tony and all those who supported 
the occasion.               

                                                                                 Alison Saunders 
 

 

To those who contributed to the London Fire Brigade 
collectioné 

 

Many thanks to those parishes which have contributed to my collection 
for the London Fire Brigade, whose members assisted at the tragic fire at 
Grenfell Towers in 2017. I will be going to the London Fire Brigadeôs 
offices in Chelsea on the 14

th
/15

th
 December to deliver a card from the 

parishes enclosing the donations I have collected, which include £89 from 
the Just Giving webpage. If anyone who hasnôt yet donated would like to 
do so, please drop any donations to me at 12 Elphick Road, Stratton 
(close to the school) before 14

th
 December. Thank you, once again, for 

your kindness and generosity.                
Nicky Rawson, Stratton 

 

 

What a Show! 
Orchestra Performs in St Peterôs Church, Stratton 

 

Cirencesterôs very own orchestra, the Cirencester Philharmonia, was on 
show at St Peterôs Church Stratton on Saturday, 13

th
 October and what a 

show it was! Many thanks to those at St Peterôs who allow us to use this 
lovely venue for our concerts. 
 

In the October performance the Orchestra began by getting the audience 
in a joyful mood, with Mozartôs overture to his opera Cose Fan Tutte. This 
was followed some more reflective music with the first of Mendelssohnôs 
Songs Without Words and Delibes Le Roi sôamuse. To round off the first 
half of the Concert Johan Strauss was called into action with a rousing 
Radetszky March, so rousing in fact that the audience enthusiastically 
joined the orchestra in the traditional clapping participation encore!   
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The second half of the concert was an impressive performance of the 
beautiful, melodic and complex 3

rd
 Symphony by Mendelssohn, known as 

ñThe Scottishò Symphony.   
 

In conclusion the orchestra gave an impressive performance. For anyone 
who missed it do look out for the Philharmoniaôs next visit to St Peterôs.  
 

The regulars in the audience are noticing that the orchestra is improving 
with each concert it gives. Moreover, the complexity of the musical works 
they are tackling is increasing. We are very hopeful that under Ian 
Higginson, and leader Theresa Finzi, the Philharmonia will continue to 
develop and grow in stature. However, in order to ensure this happens it 
needs assistance in two areas: 
 

Firstly, the Orchestra needs more string players - especially violins. 
Anyone interested should look at the Philharmoniaôs website: 
www.cirencesterphil.co.uk and get in touch by emailing: 
vacancies@cirencesterphil.co.uk  
 

Secondly, it needs all those interested in classical music and in 
supporting this level of musical expertise in Cirencester and the 
Cotswolds, to come out in force to support its next Concert. If you can 
help in this way, please put Saturday 18

th 
May 2019 at the Bingham Hall, 

Cirencester, in your diaries! 
                                Charles Stevens 
 

 

To the congregation in Cowley 
 

Thank you so much for your recent donation of food at 
Harvest time to Cheltenham Open Door 
(https://cheltenhamopendoor.org.uk/ ).  
 
As you probably know, we provide support to vulnerable, 
disadvantaged and lonely people including some who are homeless. 
Donations enable us to provide breakfast and a hot, healthy meal at 
lunchtime for our guests throughout the year. We also supply food 
parcels when needed. 
 

Our guests thoroughly enjoyed your food. Thank you for your support! 
 

Maggie Tucker, Open Door Trustee  

http://www.cirencesterphil.co.uk/
mailto:vacancies@cirencesterphil.co.uk
https://cheltenhamopendoor.org.uk/
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For all the Saints Quiz with £10 prize! 

Throughout  2018 this magazine has run a series of articles about our local 

patron saints, which is culminating with a challenging quiz for readers to 

enjoy. A large print version of th e quiz, with more space for your answers , 

can be downloaded from the CVB  website : http://www.churnvalley.org.uk/   
 

Rules!:  
1. Closing date: 31st  December 2018  

2. Entries preferably by email to : champion.margaret.ann@googlemail.com 

or by post to: The New Rectory, Cowley, Gloucestershire, GL53 9NJ  

3. Your answers must link with each question number  

4. Please state your name and contact details  

5. Only one entry per person  

6. Margaret Champion will assess the entries  

7. Those entries having the correct answers will go into a draw to be 

made by the Revd David Minns on Monday 7 th  January  

8. The answers, a list of the correct entries, and the name of the prize 

winner will be announced on the CVB website and in the February 

edition of Parish Link  magazine. 
 

Your name: ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 

Your parish church: ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 

Your email address or phone number: ééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

 16 questions worth 23 points  
 

Your answers  

1.  Which two of nine CVB parish churches 

have adopted the same male patron saint? 

(2 points)  
 

- 

-   

2.  What is the name of the Roman city in 

which Englandõs first recorded Christian 

martyr was beheaded?  
 

-   

http://www.churnvalley.org.uk/
mailto:champion.margaret.ann@googlemail.com
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3.  Which one of our nine parish churches 

has a patron saint called Mary who is 

traditionally regarded as an inspiration 

for the contemplative life, converts, 

glove makers, hairstylists, penitent 

sinners and pharmacists?  

-   

4.  Three of our parish churches are 

dedicated to female saints. What are 

each of their names and relevant villages? 

(3 points)  

 

-   

- 

- 

5.  Rendcomb parish church has 12 carved 

figures around the circular font bowl, 

each showing the distinctive sign. One 

figure facing North has not been carved.  

What is his name?  

- 

6.  During the reign of Queen Mary 1 st , a 

certain Bishop of Gloucester was burnt at 

the stake but in what year?  

 

- 

7.  What is the name of the parish church 

dedicated to the hermit who protected a 

wild deer when Flavius Wamba, King of 

the Visigoths, was hunting in the forest?  

- 

8.  According to tradition , in the 9 th  century 

the body of a certain saint was exhumed 

and taken from Jerusalem to the Iberian 

Peninsula. What is the Spanish name of 

the popular pilgrimage route leading to 

the saintõs shrine? (clue: It was the 

subject of a film in 2010 starring Martin 

Sheen). 

- 

9.  Which three medieval kings have visited 

the parish church of St Giles, Coberley? 

(3 points)  

 

-   

-   

- 
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10.  The patron saint of Cowley parish church 

is credited with bursting into a song 

known as the Magnificat  but where 

exactly can this be found in the New 

Testament?  

- 

11.  Which noblemanõs heart lies close to 

Lombard, his faithful charger, whilst his 

body was laid to rest at Great Malvern?  

(clue: similar to the local patron saint) . 

- 

12.  Name the church which has a hidden 

stairway leading to a first floor pigeon 

loft or columbarium, one of only a very 

few in England?  

- 

13.  The North Chapel in the parish church of 

All Saints, North Cerney , has a colourful 

woodcarving of someone holding a bunch 

of grapes and wearing a tiara. Who is this 

meant to be depicting? (clue: a saint, not 

a Pope). 

 

-   

14.  In the 1460s there was a Weavers õ Guild 

at Cirencester that had the chancel 

rebuilt in which of ou r parish churches?  

-  

15.  The South Wall of Stratton parish 

church depicts a saintly person in a 

stained glass window. What are the three 

distinguishing features indicating this is 

St Peter? (3 points)   

- 

-   

- 

16.  Finish this sentence: òAmong the roses of 

the martyrs brightly shines Sainté...ó? 

(clue: s/he isnõt one of the patron saints 

in any of the CVB parish churches) . 

-   
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For sale 

Scenes around Colesbourne - 2019 Calendar 
 

Local amateur photographer Pamela Brogan has 
compiled a calendar showcasing her wonderful 
photographs of the Colesbourne area. These are for 
sale in Colesbourne Garage for £5 and all proceeds 
from their sale will go to the St Jamesô Church Nave 
Roof Fund. Thereôs an A3 Family size option or a 
perfect for family and friends A4 option. Calendars 
make useful gifts and are easily posted! 
 

Christmas Cards - in aid of St Peterôs Church, Rendcomb 
 

These beautiful cards feature three different photographs of birds in 
winter, taken by Carol Bailey and Sue Fawcett. They come in packs of 6 
and are priced at £10. Available from Rendcomb Village shop or Carol 
on: 01285 831836 e: wrensorchtwo@gmail.com  
 

Forthcoming events around the Benefice 

Tuesday Group News - from Judith Wood 
 

We had a very interesting talk on Tuesday 6
th
 November, when Sue 

Smith and Sue Dodd shared their experiences of a trip to the Pyrenees in 
June. When they arrived the weather was much colder than anticipated. 
The main reason for their visit was to see the various butterflies of the 
region and so this purpose was delayed a little until the weather changed. 
However, the photos they were able to take of the wild flowers and 
scenery were magnificent. The sun eventually came out for them and 
they were also able to capture some wonderful photographs of butterflies. 
 

Our meeting on 4
th
 December should get everyone into the Christmas 

spirit. We have invited the óFour Grampiesô to come and entertain us with 
their music and humour. There will also be mince pies and mulled wine. 
 

We wonôt be meeting in January, but will gather again on 5
th
 February 

when Di Alexander will give us an insight into her rural life. We look 
forward to welcoming you at our festive meeting on 4

th
 December at 

Stratton Village Hall, Cirencester, 7.00 for 7.30pm.  
 

Wishing everyone  a Happy Christmas and a Merry New Year  
 from the Tuesday Group!    

mailto:wrensorchtwo@gmail.com


Parish Link December 2018 - January 2019é.14  

Bible Studies 
 

Please join us if you can on the first Wednesday of each month: 

Wednesday 5th December - Advent - preparing for Christmas and for 
the Second Coming. 
Wednesday 3rd January - New Year - sharing our hopes and concerns. 
 

Refreshments offered at 7.00pm then starting at 7.15pm and ending at 
9.00pm in Cowley Rectory. Further details from the Revd Arthur on: 
01242 870402. 

 

News from around the Parishes 

Bagendon at Christmas 
 

Carols by Candlelight at St Margaretôs 
  

This much loved service will take place 
on Sunday 23

rd
 December at 6pm.  

Please bring family and friends to enjoy this annual festive gathering 
and the refreshments that will be served after the service. 

 A collection will be made during the service for 
Winstonôs Wish and Home Start. 

 

It is always advisable to come early in order to get a seat! 
 

 

Update from Colesbourne 
 
The Christmas Carol Service will be the usual mix of carols and readings 
at 9.30am on Sunday, 16

th
 December. We hope to enjoy a solo by 

Thomas Elwes, if he is available amongst other Schola Cantorum events, 
including St Paulôs Cathedral. 
 

Repairs to the tower lead roof should be completed by 1
st
 December with 

the main roof overhaul in April 2019 now that all the money has been 
raised. We just hope that bats do not add to the cost of the work.  
           Sir Henry Elwes. 
 

Looking further aheadéSt Jamesô Church will be hosting teas in the Long 
Room during the Snowdrop weekend of 9

th/
10

th 
February 2019. This will 

be a very busy weekend for visitors so if you are a keen baker or would 
be willing to help serve the teas then please get in touch with Amanda 
Morgans: amandamorgans@yahoo.co.uk  Many thanks!  

mailto:amandamorgans@yahoo.co.uk
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Baunton in December 
 

Grand Book Sale! 
 Saturday 8th December from 11am till  1pm. 

All  proceeds will  go to Church funds. 
 
 

There will  also be a collection foréé 

Cirencester Food Bank  
during the weekend of 8th/9th December 

Please bring donations of non-perishable food and toiletries 

 for this Christmas appeal. 

 

Carols by Candlelight 
Sunday 16th December at 5pm 

with  the Revd David Minns 
 

Come and join us for the annual service of Carols and Readings held by 

candlelight in the wonderful atmosphere of our historic village church. 

After the service please join us for mulled wine and mince pies.  
 

 

Festive News from North Cerney 
 

Carol Service 
 

All Saints, North Cerney, is holding its annual, much enjoyed  
Carol Service at 6. 00pm on Thursday 2 0 th  December  

in the Bathhurst Arms.  
Do come and join us for this wonderful, festive occasion . 

There will be mince pies!  
 

 

Rendcomb Round-up - from Ruth Edy 
 

In October the church at Rendcomb began to feel the benefit of the new 
heating, although the task is not yet completed. The church-users who 
are most grateful for the heating are probably the bell-ringers since they 
now have two lovely heaters in the bell-tower to keep things warm during 
bell-ringing practices!  
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STEVE FLOYD PEST CONTROL  
ERADICATION & PREVENTION 

 

E: stevefloydpestcontrol@gmail.com 
 

www.stevefloydpestcontrol.co.uk  
 

Fully qualified (25 yearsô experience) 
                                                            
 

 Fully Insured 
                                                        

 

T: 01285 643750 
M: 07933 357373 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjh5J7d-J_JAhVDzRQKHdTzAv0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/did-a-cockroach-just-crawl-22026118&psig=AFQjCNGAS5FQy5_Fhs2sFfIzhiYLoqANJw&ust=1448141260895421
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjcmfe2-J_JAhXK7xQKHaLcBBUQjRwIBw&url=http://cliparts.co/clip-art-fly&psig=AFQjCNHs8i2yJnuwAwOIaZquKGzq7ZKu_w&ust=1448141180581454
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Perhaps this is why the bell-ringers have done so well in the last few 
weeks, culminating in being nominated óTower of the Yearô by the local 
branch of bell-ringers!  
 

We are all most grateful to our teachers, Sarah, Cris, Judy and Pete who, 
along with some other experienced ringers, have made learning to ring 
the bells such fun! Some of the College students are learning to bell-ring 
in the Wednesday afternoon activity session. 
 

The newly-formed Rendcomb team of bell-ringers rang for the first time 
publicly on Remembrance Sunday, first with muffled bells before the 
service, and then ringing rounds (and even some ófiringô!) after the 
service.  
 

In the week leading up to Remembrance Sunday the College community 
had marked the 100

th
 anniversary of the signing of the Armistice in 

various ways. Mrs Freya Thompson, Head of Biology, spoke movingly in 
the Tuesday chapel services about a recent trip to Italy to accompany her 
95 year old grandfather to the grave of his uncle. The great-great uncle 
was only a few years older than Freyaôs grandfather and they had both 
been fighting in Italy but had missed meeting up on two occasions.   
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Freyaôs great-great uncle was killed during the fighting in Italy and her 
grandfatherôs wreath, which he placed on his uncleôs grave, had the 
message saying how sorry he was that they had missed meeting up - 
nearly 70 years ago. 
 

The Juniors had 
their own Act of 
Remembrance in 
their playground 
on Friday at 
11am. The 
Otters, aged 4-7, 
had made some 
large poppies, 
and these were 
given to the 
chaplain, Bob 
Edy, at the end 
of the two 
minutes silence 
to be used on Remembrance Day.  
 

Gemma, another member of staff, made some delightful poppy ear-rings 
which several staff wore during the week running up to Remembrance. 
 

The Bridge afternoon in the village hall at the beginning of November was 
a very happy occasion and, thanks to the hard work of Carol and Geoff 
Bailey and the cake-baking of various church-members, a good sum was 
raised for church funds. 
 

We are now looking forward to the events leading up to the end of term 
and Christmas. There are performances of The Crucible in the Griffin 
theatre (see page 24) and the village Christingle service on Friday 14

th
 

December at 6pm in church, followed immediately afterwards by the 
village Christmas party in the village hall. 
 

There will be no service at Rendcomb on Sunday 23
rd

 December but 
there will be a service at 11am on Christmas Day. After that, the first 
parish service of 2019 will be on Sunday 27

th
 January, although the 

College chapel services will resume after term has begun on 10
th
 

January. 
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Strattonôs December plans 
 

Carol Service Choir 
 

As we have done for the past five years, we are making up a little choir 
for the Carol Service, planned for 3pm on Sunday 16

th
 December at St 

Peterôs. We welcome anyone who would like to join us. You don't need to 
be able to read music as the carols chosen will be familiar to all or have 
an easy tune. Rehearsals started in November, but you are welcome to 
come along on 2

nd
 and 9

th
 December. Anyone joining us will need to 

attend at least one rehearsal. Our organist, Robin, is unable to stay on 
December 2

nd
 so if you know anyone who could accompany us at that 

rehearsal, please let me know. Thank you. 
Mareen: mail@mareen5.plus.com 
 

Christmas Services in Stratton 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

CHRISTMAS AT ST PETERõS CHURCH 
 

Friday 14th December  Carols at the Plough at 7.00pm 
Do come along and join in an evening of festive singing as we take 
the message of Christmas out into our community. 
 

Sunday 16th December  Carol Service at 3.00pm 
We extend a warm welcome to our service at which we shall retell 
the birth of Jesus in well- loved lessons and carols. This will be 
followed by tea, coffee, mince pies and cake. 
 

Sunday 23rd December  All Age Nativity at 11.00am 
Children will have the opportunity to join in as shepherds, kings and  
Angels etc. 
 

Monday 24th December  Christingle Service at 3.00pm 
This year we celebrate 50 years of Christingle so do come and enjoy, 

once again, the magic of the candles and oranges that have so 

evocatively portrayed the message of Godôs love to generations of 

children over this time.  
 

Monday 24th December  Midnight Service at 11.15pm 
The first Communion of Christmas  
 

Tuesday 25th December  Christmas Day Family Service at 9.30am 
 

mailto:mail@mareen5.plus.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOiJXiz6LQAhUFLhoKHSPaD7gQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/primoba/glass-blocks/&psig=AFQjCNHZ_Y65NW9ebCwLgwI1OSojd6Revw&ust=1479019644745520
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Schoolsô News 

North Cerney C of E Primary Academy 
 

School Trellis and planters 
 

We are excited about the new gardening project the children will be 
involved in during 2019. They will be learning about growing and caring 
for plants. Planting bulbs in our new planters on the playground will be 
the first phase. By the summer we hope to have some lovely vegetables 
and plants growing up our new trellis. We will shortly be asking our 
regular volunteers from the community to come in and help the children 
with this exciting learning project. 
 

Young Leadersô course 
 

We were delighted that our Year 5 and 6 children recently had the 
opportunity to take part in a Young Leadersô Course. Run by Helen 
Pauling from the Cotswold School Sport Partnership, the Young Leadersô 
sports course is designed to encourage our eldest children in the school 
to lead some of the sporting activities and challenges for the children 
lower down the school. The course also promotes the Young Leadersô 
programmes in the local secondary schools where children can help run 
the Cotswold Schoolsô Sports Partnership events for the local primary 
school children. 
 

 

Stratton C of E Primary 
 

Exploring Heroes and Villains in Class 3! 
 

This term Class 3 has been looking at the importance of heroes and 
villains. We have been focusing not only on the fictional and incredible 
heroes and villains we see in books and on our televisions, but also the 
real, everyday heroes in our lives. The Class has been discussing what 
truly makes a hero and whether itôs a certain quality that we must have 
inside of us.  
 

The children have been very excited about this topic as the concept of a 
hero, as well as a villain, is creative, imaginative and fascinating. We 
have been particularly looking at superheroes such as Superman, 
Wonder Woman and Batman and considering what makes them heroes. 
We came up with a list of values these superheroes had, such as  
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ókindness, courage, strength, braveryô. We then discussed whether we 
could also be heroes if we showed all of these values in our lives.  
 

Next we looked at villains such as Cruella De Vil. 
The children discussed her anger, jealousy and 
cruel nature. As a class we brain stormed why 
Cruella was as evil as we know her to be, and 
considered what we would say to her to make her 
reassess her choices.  
 

Continuing this theme, Class 3 acted out the story 
of Noah and the great flood. Through our drama, 
we considered whether Noah was a hero and the 
importance of keeping covenants we make to 
each other. Class 3ôs discussion about the 
characteristics of Noah and God in this story was 
fascinating, puzzling but most importantly, eye 
opening.  
 

This term the class has also put together and performed an assembly on 
this same topic. They rehearsed their lines carefully and were a credit to 
the school on the day. The message the children wanted to relay through 
their assembly was that every single one of them is a hero. The 
Ghostbusters, Superman and Wonder Woman wouldnôt be able to help 
them with their maths homework. Harry Kane, Little Mix and the 
Government wouldnôt be able to help them with their maths homework. 
However, if they put their minds together and learnt not to be afraid of 
making mistakes, then they themselves can show courage, strength and 
bravery; the sign of a true hero. 
 

Our class assembly ended with a prayer which summarises our learning 
about what makes a true hero: 
 

Dear God, thank you for all the heroes in our lives who show us the 
difference between right and wrong. Thank you for showing us that 

everyone is a hero if they put their minds to it. Thank you for helping us 
learn that we can make mistakes and still be heroes. Amen. 

    With thanks to Mrs Shirra ð Class 3 Teacher.  
 

Scrubditch Care Farm - Emma Costley White 

Funding News  After a fantastic pledge from The Sobell Foundation, we 
have reached our target (bar the fit-outs of the buildings etc.), and the  



Parish Link December 2018 - January 2019é.22  

groundworks for our new and larger premises started on 5
th
 November! 

 

Thank you to everyone who has helped with the Appeal. Itôs amazing to 
finally get started. We hope to move everything across from the old site to 
the new one next Easter. Willing volunteers will be very welcome at that 
time! We will keep everyone posted and make sure we give you plenty of 
notice about when help will be needed. We will also have a wish list on 
the website with all sorts of items we need to kit out the SCF HQ, tool 
sheds, livestock housing etc. So if you have furniture that you are 
changing / renewing and which is in good order please have a look at the 
website and let us know. T: Emma: 07966 255 631. 
 

Stroud Half Marathon  It was wonderful to see two Scrubditch 
supporters, Siobhan and Tim, run the Stroud Half Marathon in October. 
Thank you to everybody who sponsored them. They raised a fantastic 
£2,472.50 with gift aid! Siobhan is planning to do more challenges to help 
our expansion so if you want to sponsor her, the link is here: 
www.mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/siobhanbaillie     
 

Christmas cards, books and mugs  We are once again selling our 
lovely Christmas cards, depicting animals from the Care Farm, which are 
available from us or by post. Donôt forget our Cook Book. It makes a great 
Christmas gift! We also have fine bone china mugs (perfect for that much 
needed cuppa!) with animals from the Care Farm printed on each side. 
All these items are available from us direct / via mail order or at 
Chedworth Village Hall, on Sunday 9

th
 December, where we are having a 

stall at the Cotswold Hunt Christmas Fair (10am - 4pm). We will have lots 
of decorations and jellies for sale too. 

Sheep News  Barnaby has married nearly all his girlfriends now. We will 
get them scanned in January to check. 

Ducks and Hens  The hens and ducks are still virtually on strike, but 
hopefully the hens will pick up again in another month or soé.not the 
ducks though - they probably wonôt start laying again until the Spring! 

Volunteers needed  We are looking for at least three more volunteers, 
now that we are open more. You donôt need specialist training, just a 
willing attitude, a love of working outdoors and good general fitness! If 
you can spare some time (preferably regularly but it neednôt be a whole 
day) do ring / email Gerry: gerry@scrubditchcarefarm.org.uk / 07775 
806995. 
  

http://www.mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/siobhanbaillie
mailto:gerry@scrubditchcarefarm.org.uk
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Talks  Gerry and I really enjoy talking about the Care Farm! If you know 
an organisation that might like a talk, let us know. Talks last about 40 
minutes and include a slide show: gerry@scrubditchcarefarm.org.uk.   
 

Students  If you know anyone who you think could benefit from spending 
time with animals, making new friends, learning new skills, or who is 
struggling with mental health problems, please send them our way. Have 
a look at our website: www.scrubditchcarefarm.org.uk  
 

DATES  End of term: Thursday 6
th
 December 

Cotswold Hunt Christmas Fair: 9
th
 December, Chedworth Village Hall 

Christmas Lunch: 12
th
 December, North Cerney Village Hall 

Spring Term: starts 7
th
 January 2019; Finishes: 29

th
 March 2019. 

 

Community news and events 
 

News from our NHS Trust and Scanner appeal - Anne Davies 
 

Recent months have seen unusually high attendances and referral levels 
in several specialities and challenging performance in both cancer care 
and A&E. Despite this we achieved the A&E performance target in 
quarter 2 and our achievement of cancer standards and reduced waiting 
times for routine care continues apace. This is in no small part due to a 
range of transformation initiatives that are beginning to bear fruit and to 
the enthusiasm, cooperation, and dedication of our staff, which has been 
so positively commented on by CQC inspectors.  
 

One of the challenges of running a trust which has two main centres so 
close together, particularly in the current climate of difficulties in recruiting 
staff and with such high demand on all services, is ensuring we use 
resources wisely to give best care for everyone across our trust. This 
involves ideas around centralising areas of expertise and our womenôs 
centre at Gloucester, and recent changes in trauma and orthopaedics are 
good examples of this. Currently under consideration are various 
changes involving gastroenterology which will have additional effects 
such as freeing up bed space to help day surgery etc. A trial is taking 
place over this winter; the impact of the pilot will be reassessed in 2019. 
Please be assured that your views, those of our staff and of many experts 
in the field are always considered when decisions are being made. 
 

It would be wrong to write this message without referring to the recent 
incident, reported in the news, about a sewage pipe leaking onto a 
patient. Whist obviously extremely unpleasant, and very serious,  

mailto:gerry@scrubditchcarefarm.org.uk
http://www.scrubditchcarefarm.org.uk/
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fortunately there was no ongoing harm done to the patient. This is being 
fully investigated and, as your governor, I will not be satisfied until I have 
assurance that all steps have been taken to identify the cause and 
ensure that this has been fully addressed.  
 

Finally, can I bring your attention to our recently launched scanner appeal 
to raise funds for three new CT scanners and two mobile digital x-ray 
machines? These will make a huge difference to many patients with a 
wide range of needs from those fighting cancers to premature babies who 
need urgent medical treatment. You can read more about this on the 
trustôs charity website: https://www.gloshospitals.nhs.uk/charity/what-we-
do/news/help-us-transform-and-save-lives-gloucestershire/  

 

Anne Davies (Elected public governor Cotswolds) 
 

 

Stratton Educational Foundation 

Applications are invited by the Trustees for grants in aid of 
persons under the age of 25 years who, or whose parents, 
are resident in the Ecclesiastical Parishes of Stratton with 
Baunton, and who require financial help towards the cost 
of preparing for a profession or trade or in furthering their 
education, or in providing group facilities for recreation and 

social and physical training. Individual applicants might wish to apply for a 
grant to help with the cost of text books or equipment, for example, which 
they need for a college course. 

For further details and an application form please contact: Mrs C 
Bramley, 10 Vale Road, Stratton, Cirencester, GL7 2JJ. T: 01285 641523 
or E: corinna.bramley2@gmail.com . Completed applications should 
be returned by 14

th
 January 2019.  

 

The Crucible - by Arthur Miller 
 

Presented by Rendcomb College in the Griffin Centre  

6
th

 and 7
th

 December at 7pm 

Tickets: £8 or £6 for concessions. T: 01285 832341 or visit: 

http://www.rendcombcollege.org.uk/crucible   

A timeless tale about the gaining and preservation of power and  
the role hysteria can play in tearing a community apart.  

https://www.gloshospitals.nhs.uk/charity/what-we-do/news/help-us-transform-and-save-lives-gloucestershire/
https://www.gloshospitals.nhs.uk/charity/what-we-do/news/help-us-transform-and-save-lives-gloucestershire/
mailto:corinna.bramley2@
http://www.rendcombcollege.org.uk/crucible
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Christmas coffee & cake sale in aid of Rendcomb Surgery 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caring for our Environment 

Pause for thought at Christmas  
 

ò80% of products are discarded after single use. Thus about 99% of the 

original materials used in the production of, or contained in, the goods made in 

the United States become waste within six weeks of sale.ó 

National Academy of Engineering, òFactor 4ó (1997) 
 

Cirencester Repair Café 
 

 

Mending toys, clothes, small electricals, household items and bikes (by 
appointment) where possible. The next café date is: Saturday 26

th
 January, 

10.30am - 1pm, 12 Ashcroft Road, GL7 1QX. For more details please visit: 
facebook.com/cirenrepaircafe or T: 01285 650281. 
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Crossword 

ANSWERS TO CROSSWORD BW46 (November) by Ben Woods 
 
ACROSS: 
 

1 BONFIRE 10 OBSERVE 17 FIGHT 24 TINGE 
5 NIGHT 11 OILED 19 REVISIT 25 NUMBERS 
8 ADMIT 12 ANSWER 22 ICEBERG   
9 TERMITE 14 ASSUME 23 NEARS   
 

DOWN: 
 

1 BRAVO 5 NERVOUS 13 EXTREME 20 VENOM 
2 NEMESIS 6 GRILL 15 UPSTAGE 21 TESTS 
3 INTER 7 TREADLE 16 DRAGON   
4 ESTEEM 12 AFFLICT 18 GREEN   

 
 

DECEMBER 2018/JANUARY 2019 CROSSWORD: BW47 
 

CLUES ACROSS: 
 

1 TOBOGGAN (6);     15 JUST (4); 

4 THINGS THAT RING (5);   18 MESH (3); 

8 KINGDOM (5); 21 ACTUAL (4); 

9 VICTORY (7); 23 OBSERVER (7); 

10 TIED (7); 25 SET OFF (7); 

11 STAUNCH (4); 26 PICTURE (5); 

12 STILL (3); 27 FRENCH RIVER (5); 

14 THREESOME (4); 28 MARRIED (6).  

 

CLUES DOWN:  
 

1 CARESS (6);      13 REPTILE (8); 

2 INSPIRE WITH LOVE (7);   16 AWAY FROM THE WIND (7); 

3 COMMON SENSE (8);    17 FIERCE (6); 

4 LURE (4);      19 WIND (5); 

5 BOUNDARY (5);      20 CLIMB (6); 

6 PLAN (6);      22 EXCUSE (5); 

7 EXAMINE (5);      24 MONSTER (4). 
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1   2   3       4   5   6 

            7             

8           9             

                          

10                 11       

            12   13         

  14             15   16     

17       18   19           20 

21   22       23             

        24                 

25               26         

                          

27            28           

 

From the Benefice Registers 

Baptisms: 

28th October ô18 Leighton Samuel Charles   St Margaretôs,  
    Barefoot        Bagendon 
4th November ô18 Ted Albie Heaven   St Peterôs, Stratton 
11th November ô18 Ophelia Evelyn Bunney  St Mary, Cowley 
 

Funerals: 

19th October ô18  Penelope Butterworth  St Peterôs, Stratton 
          (Burial Stratton cemetery) 

5th November ô18 Hugh Reginald Herbert Dyson All Saintôs, North Cerney 

          (Burial of Ashes)  
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16th November ô18 Victor William Causon  St Mary Magdalene, 
Baunton (then 
Kingsdown Crematorium) 

Weddings: 
 

20
th 
October ô18 Kevin Marley    St Mary, Cowley 

    Stephanie Dorr 
26

th
 October ô18 Darren Mark McNulty  St Giles, Coberley 

    Charlotte Jane Dennis 
27

th
 October ô18 Adrian White    St Mary, Cowley 

    Angela Gallaway   (Marriage Blessing) 
8

th
 November ô18 Gareth Mark Andrew  St Mary, Cowley 

    Amy Jane McFee 
 

Some Real Heroes of 2018 

(No doubt you can think of many more?) 
 

The producer of Blue Planet 2 who has made the World aware  
Of the hideous curse of plastic killing here, there and everywhere. 

 

The chap in Cornwall who has made a boat from plastic to remove  
it from the seas; re-cycle it and so its usefulness to prove, 
it can continue to be used to rid the sea and life improve, 

But first it took the skill and will to make the clear initial move. 
 

The person who advised MPs to ditch the Social Media bane, 
And speak to all in real time and from puerile 'tweeting' to refrain. 

 

The brave and calm cave divers who risked their lives twelve lads to save 
from a certain and horrific death in that water-filled Far Eastern grave. 

 

Doncaster Zoo who've saved two bears from a living hell in a tiny cage, 
Seventeen years with no room to move, an abomination in our 'enlightened' age?  

 

Four Mums who saw the nightmare blight to sea-creatures far and wide, 
And started making paper straws, but be aware there is a hidden side, 

Many such straws are not made here by the Mums who show they really care, 
But come in ships from China, so before you buy - beware! 

 

If you can add to this measly few of real-life heroes of this indulgent age, 
Just jot them down and see if we can at least fill up this single page! 

Pauline Farman - October, 2018  
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Services - December 2018 & January 2019 

Key to Ministers and Service types: 
 

CVB Ministers: 

DM = Revd David Minns (Rector) (Day off: Friday) 
T: 01285 655199  E: dlkminns@gmail.com  
AC = Revd Arthur Champion (Associate Priest) (Part-time - 3 days 
a week). T: 01242 870402  E: championarthur@gmail.com 
CP = Revd Cliff Pooley (Associate Priest) 
T: 01242 243981  E: cliff.pooley@btinternet.com 
BE = Revd Bob Edy (Chaplain, Rendcomb College) 
T: 01285 831391  E: bobedy21@gmail.com  
MG = Mr Martin Green (Licensed Reader) 
T: 01666 577532  E: mgreen282@btinternet.com 
RE = Mrs Ruth Edy (Licensed Reader) 
T: 01285 831391  E: ruth_edy6@hotmail.com  
MV = Mr Mark Venn (Licensed Reader) 

T: 01285 831209  E: mark.w.venn@btinternet.com  
 

Area Dean: 
HG = Fr Howard Gilbert     T: 01285 885109 
 

Additional Minister: 
JM = Revd Jan Moore    T: 01285 640077 
 

Services: 
HC = Holy Communion    AA = All Age Service 
HC [BCP] = Holy Communion BCP  SP = Songs of Praise 
Matins = BCP Service    FS = Family Service 
MP = Morning Prayer 
 

Service Listing for December 2018 
 

Parish Church of St Margaretôs, Bagendon 

Sunday   2nd                       9.30am Matins (MG) 

Sunday  9th 9.30am HC [BCP] (DM) 

Sunday  16th       9.30am HC [BCP] (DM) 

Sunday   23rd      6.00pm Carols by Candlelight (DM) 

Monday 24th   No Service 

Tuesday  25th  9.30am Christmas Day HC (JM) 

Sunday 30th   Benefice Service Cowley 

mailto:dlkminns@
mailto:championarthur@gmail.com
mailto:cliff.pooley@btinternet.com
mailto:bobedy21@gmail.com
mailto:mgreen282@btinternet.com
mailto:ruth_edy6@hotmail.com
mailto:mark.w.venn@btinternet.com



